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NOT VOTING—3 

Landrieu Lieberman Miller 

The amendment (No. 324) was re-
jected.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I move to 
reconsider the vote. 

Mr. SANTORUM. I move to lay that 
motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I in-
quire from the Presiding Officer, how 
much time elapsed on that rollcall? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Sixteen 
minutes. 

Mr. NICKLES. Just for the informa-
tion of our colleagues, we are going to 
be tightening down substantially. I 
don’t want people coming up and being 
mad at Senator CONRAD and myself or 
Senator FRIST or Senator DASCHLE if 
they missed a vote, but we are going to 
start cutting off these votes, just for 
your information. 

I yield to my colleague to call up the 
next amendment. 

Mr. CONRAD. I ask unanimous con-
sent there be 2 minutes equally divided 
on this amendment—for all of them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
already provided. 

Mr. CONRAD. I yield to Senator BAU-
CUS. 

AMENDMENT NO. 348 
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I call up 

amendment 348. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report. 
The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Montana (Mr. BAUCUS) 

proposes an amendment numbered 348.

Mr. BAUCUS. I ask unanimous con-
sent the reading of the amendment be 
dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To ensure that a prescription drug 

benefit is available to all medicare bene-
ficiaries on an equal basis, including those 
who choose to remain in the current fee-
for-service program)
On page 61, line 12, insert ‘‘on an equal 

basis with respect to benefit level regardless 
of whether such beneficiaries remain in the 
traditional medicare fee-for-service program 
under parts A and B of such title or enroll in 
a private plan under the medicare program’’ 
after ‘‘prescription drugs’’.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask I 
be notified when I have consumed 1 
minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 1 minute. 

Mr. BAUCUS. The administration’s 
drug plan essentially abandons the 89 

percent of senior citizens who are now 
on fee-for-service. How? By providing 
that seniors who stay in fee-for-service 
get catastrophic benefits and a dis-
count card but they do not get addi-
tional drug benefits. However, if you 
are a senior and enroll in managed 
care, you are going to get a drug ben-
efit, therefore, forcing seniors out of 
fee-for-service, into managed care. 

I might add this will also not save 
money. The managed care programs we 
have in our country are costing more 
than fee-for-service. They are costing 
more than the Federal Employees 
Health Benefit package. And seniors 
are dropping out of managed care be-
cause they are not getting the benefits 
they deserve. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time 
of the Senator has expired. 

Mr. BAUCUS. I urge Members to vote 
for this amendment which provides all 
seniors get the same drug benefit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. NICKLES. The Budget Com-
mittee should not be trying to write 
the prescription drug bill. Our col-
league from Montana is on the Finance 
Committee. That is where this bill 
should be written. 

I yield to the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, obvi-
ously, like on so many issues, I happen 
to agree with my friends on the other 
side of the aisle. But where do you 
make this decision? You don’t make it 
on the Budget Committee. You make it 
on the Finance Committee. 

I am committed to having a drug 
benefit for all seniors. We developed 
such a bill last year, so we have the ca-
pability of doing it. We are going to do 
it this year. I do not want this decision 
made here. I do not want to curb the 
freedom of the Finance Committee. 

I argued the same point on an issue 
that friends on the other side of the 
aisle would have agreed with me, on a 
Medicaid issue, that would have been 
in this budget that is not in the budget. 

Leave these issues to a committee of 
competence, the Senate Finance Com-
mittee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
has expired. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I have 
an additional minute, I believe? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator only had 1 minute. 

Mr. NICKLES. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? There is a sufficient 
second. 

The question is on agreeing to 
amendment No. 348. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll.
Mr. REID. I announce that the Sen-

ator from Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU), 
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
LIEBERMAN), and the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. MILLER) are necessarily 
absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 46, 
nays 51, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 82 Leg.] 
YEAS—46 
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NAYS—51 
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NOT VOTING—3 

Landrieu Lieberman Miller 

The amendment (No. 348) was re-
jected.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, par-
liamentary inquiry: How much time 
was spent on that vote? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fourteen 
minutes. 

Mr. NICKLES. For the information of 
our colleagues, I am going to try to 
tighten this down closer and closer to 
10 minutes, and we are going to cut 
people off. I don’t want people to be 
upset, but we are going to have to do 
this. We made a commitment to plow 
through these amendments. I told our 
colleagues that is what we are going to 
do, and that is what we are going to do. 
So I urge my colleagues to stay on the 
floor. 

AMENDMENT NO. 411 
(Purpose: To provide a substitute) 

Mr. President, this next amendment 
is a very important amendment. It is 
the substitute proposal offered by my 
colleague, Senator CONRAD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, this is a 
whole substitute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from North Dakota [Mr. 

CONRAD] proposes an amendment numbered 
411.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that further read-
ing of the amendment be dispensed 
with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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